
 

 

Upper KS2 

Did Mahatma Ghandi change the world forever? 

Skills Knowledge Why this? Why now? Vocabulary  
- Locate the world’s countries and major cities, using 

maps, to focus on Asia:  

 

- Identify the position and significance of: Longitude and 

latitude, Equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and 

Northern and Southern Hemisphere/ 

- To be able to describe types of settlement 

and land use and economic activity including trade links. 

 

- To be able to compare maps over time. 

 

To know that India is located in South Asia. 

- To know that India is divided into states and territories. 

- To be able to explain how some of key physical features 

of India have changed overtime 

- To be able to describe the key human features of India 

mainly focused on the economic activity e.g., trading of 

tea with the UK. 

- Previously children have learnt that different 

countries are separated in different ways, now they 

will learn how a named example has been separated 

and the human geography that is influenced because 

of this.  

- Equator 

- Economy 

- Trade 

- Import 

- Export 

- Latitude and Longitude 

- South Asia  
- Northern hemisphere and Southern hemisphere 

- Vegetation belt 

 

What impact has Marie Curie’s work had on us today? 

- Locate the world’s countries and major cities, using 

maps, to focus on Europe. 

 

- Identify the position and significance of: Longitude and 

latitude, Equator, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and 

Northern and Southern Hemisphere. 

 

- To understand the geographical similarities through the 

study of human physical geography of the U.K and a 

European Country.  

- Explain how locations around the world are changing 

and explain some of the reasons for change 

- Compare the capital cities’ human and physical 

characteristics and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time 

- To know where Warsaw, Poland and Paris, France are 

situated (and that Marie Curie was born  in Warsaw and 

then livedin France) 

- To know the similarities between U.K and France 

- To know that the topography in both countries is varied 

- To know that the capital cities of both countries have a 

key importance in the human geography of the countries 

- Previously children have learnt how to locate different 

countries and how places can be different and similar 

and the reasons for this.  They will now apply this 

knowledge when carrying out case studies of 2 named 

places.   

- Topography 

- Urban 

- region 

- Europe 

- Economy 

- Trade 

- Contours  

- Longitude and Latitude 

- Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 

- Northern and Southern hemisphere 

How influential was Richard Arkwright on the industrial revolution? 

- To define what urbanisation is. 

- To understand the causes of urbanisation. 

- Describe and understand the interaction between 

physical and human processes – land use, location of 

settlements, natural resources  

- Use a range of methods including graphs (population 

density) and digital technologies to collect and present 

information  

- To know that industrialisation led to urbanisation  

- To know urbanisation is the increase in the proportion of 

people living in towns and cities. 

- To know what is meant by the geographical terms- rural 

and urban. 

- To know and give examples of links between physical and 

human resources  

- To know how quickly the population of Northern cities 

grew and the reasons for this 

- Previously children have learnt about the relationship 

between physical and human geography.  They will now 

apply this knowledge with a specific example considering 

population changes and the reasons for this.  

- Urbanisation 

- Population 

- Industrialisation 

- Economy 

- Congestion 

-  

 

How important was Emmeline Pankhurst in the fight for equality? 

- Form their own relevant geographical questions e.g.,  

How did urbanisation affect Manchester? 

- To understand the benefits and consequences of 

urbanisation. 

• To be able to compare maps over time. 

- To reach plausible conclusions about how we can make 

cities more sustainable and present their findings both 

graphically and in writing. 

-  

- To know how Manchester's unplanned urbanisation was 

brought on by a boom in textile manufacture during the 

Industrial Revolution and resulted in it becoming the 

world's first industrialised city. 

- To be able to investigate how urbanisation affect 

Manchester. 

-  To able to know about the economic and social changes 

that have happened in Manchester. 

- Previously the children would have learnt about the 

industrialization that led to urbanisation. Now they will 

focus on Manchester as an urban city and apply this 

knowledge to form their own enquiry.  

- Urbanisation 

- Economic development 

-  Pollution 

- Physical landscapes 

- Population 

- Resources 

- Urban environments and issues 

 

What was Adolf Hitler’s impact on the world? 

- Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure 

grid references, symbols and key (including the use of 

Ordnance Survey maps)  to locate  and build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

- Identify the position and significance of: The prime/ 

Greenwich Meridian and times zones (including day and 

night). 

- Describe countries in terms of location within 

hemispheres. 

- To know how the physical and human geography of 

locations influenced events during World War 2 

- To know and locate named examples of key countries 

involved during World War 2 (London- evacuations, 

Axis- Germany, Italy and Japan, Allies- Great Britain , The 

United States, the Soviet Union and China). 

- To know and locate counties and cities, geographical 

regions and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers 

- Previously children have learnt about how the physical 

geography of a place can differ and the features that can 

be found in different locations.  They will now use 

mapping and compass skills to identify these and discuss 

the effect they may have.  

- Equator 

-  Hemisphere 

- Climate zones 

- Latitude 

- Longitude 

- Four and six figure reference 

- Ordnance survey 

- Northern Hemisphere,  

- Southern Hemisphere, 

- The Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 

Geography Overview Cycle A  

 



- To be able to describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography (climate zones, vegetation belts) and 

human geography (economic activity). 

 - The Prime/ Greenwich Meridian and times zones 

How important was Rosa Parks in the battle for racial equality? 

- Use a range of methods including graphs, and digital 

technologies to collect and present information e.g. 

about climate (focus on population density and link to 

initial places of colonisation) 

- To be able to describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography (climate zones, biomes. rivers, 

mountains) and start to evaluate how does the physical 

features affect human activity in a location? 

- To be able to describe and understand human geography 

(population, economic activity, distribution of energy, 

minerals, food and water and tourism.) 

 

- To know and locate the countries of North America and 

identify their main physical and human characteristics, and 

how some of these aspects have changed over time 

- To know how and why the population of places including 

Alabama changed 

- To know key reasons that can affect population changes  

- To know and explain how important the physical 

geography of a location can be. 

- Previously children have learnt about how places 

including the USA were discovered and how a country 

can be split up, they will now look at how the USA has 

been divided and how different areas can have 

differences and similarities and why.  

- Population  

- Population density 

- Colonisation  

- Digital technologies 

- Biomes 

- Climate zones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lower KS2 

Skills Knowledge Why this? Why now? Vocabulary  

What was life like for the Ancient Greeks? (Extending their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include Europe.) 

- Can locate some countries in Europe on a map or atlas, 

and relate them to the hemisphere.. 

- Know about the continents and countries of the world 

and the ‘countries’ and ‘continents’ on the world map 

they have made. 

- To be able to know the physical and human features of 

Greece using satellite images and aerial maps. 

- Can identify key topographical features of Greece and 

land uses. 

- Can identify the physical and human features of Greece. 

 

- To know Greece is located in the Northern Hemisphere and 

is a part of the European continent. It shares its eastern 

borders with Turkey, and its northern borders with Albania, 

North Macedonia and Bulgaria. However, most of the 

country's boundaries are surrounded by the Mediterranean 

Sea. 

- To know the physical features of Greece and this means the 

natural features on the Earth's surface. e.g., Mountain- Mount 

Olympus, Cave- Papanikolis Cave and Cliffs- Erimitis Bay 

Beach. 

- To know the human features of Greece things and this 

means that are made or built by humans e.g., Harbour- 

Piraeus Harbour and Temples – The Acropolis, Athens 

- To know Greece has the longest coastline in Europe and is 

the southernmost country in Europe. The mainland has 

rugged mountains (80% of Greece is mountainous), forests, 

and lakes. 

- To know the main land use in Greece in agriculture and has 

been since the Ancient Greeks, as it was foundation of the 

economy. Land use: agricultural land: 63.4% (2018 est.) 

arable land: 19.7% (2018 est.) permanent crops: 8.9% (2018 

est.) permanent pasture: 34.8% (2018 est.) 

- Previously children have learnt the locations the 

continents and some countries within these as well as 

knowing the difference between physical and human 

geography.  They will now be looking at individual case 

study to identify these features and uses.   

- Topographical features 

- Hemisphere  

- Countries 

- Continent 

- Europe 

- Land uses 

- Agriculture 

- Aerial maps 

- Satellite images 

- Landscape 

- Human features 

- Physical features 

 

What was life like for the Ancient Mayans? (Extending their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include North and South America.) 

- Can locate some countries in North and South America 

on a map or atlas, and relate them to the hemisphere . 

 

- Know about the continents and countries of the world 

and the ‘countries’ and ‘continents’ on the world map 

they have made. 

 

- To use maps at a range of scales and from different 

perspectives. 

 

- Can compare human and physical characteristics of two 

countries in North and South America (e.g., Mexico and 

Belize)  

- To know South America is the fourth largest continent in 

size and the fifth largest in population. It is located primarily 

in the southern hemisphere. It is bordered by the Atlantic 

Ocean to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the west.  

- To know that within a single country the physical geography 

can differ e.g., Mexico has high mountains and deep canyons 

in the center of the country, sweeping deserts in the north, 

and dense rain forests in the south and east. 

- To know what is meant by the geographical terminology of 

scale e.g., birds’ eye. 

- To know that a large scale map is one that shows lots of 

detail, normally over a smaller area. 

- To know that a small scale map is one that shows less detail, 

normally over a larger area. 

 

- Previously children would have learnt about the UK and 

European countries. They will know the opportunity to 

locate different continents (North and South America) 

and start to identify geographical similarities and 

differences. 

- Bird’s eye 

- Scale 

- Physical geography 

- Human geography 

- climate 

                            What was The War of the Roses all  about? (locating counties in England) -  

- Name and locate counties and cities, 

recognising their human and physical characteristics. 

- To know and be able to identify counties around England 

- To know where Bosworth Field is situated 

- Previously children have learnt how the world can be 

split into continents, and how the England can be 

divided into towns, cities and villages.  They will now be 

looking at how the country is divided into counties and 

where these can be found. 

- Counties 

- Towns 

- Cities 

- Villages 

-  

What was life like for the Tudors? (fieldwork) 

- To be able to understand the geography of the local 

area using 4 figure compass directions and four figure 

grid references to locate the key features. 

- To able to know how the town of Stamford has changed 

over time e.g., loss of green areas (use digimaps to 

investigate this). 

- Previously the children have learnt about how buildings 

have changed over time,  the children will now learn 

how start to carry out their own research about how 

- Sketch map 

- Local issues 

- Questionnaire 

- Local area 



- Use a range of methods including sketch maps to 

collect, record and present information 

- To be able to identify local issues. 

- To be able to gather data for use as primary source. 

- To be able to use graphs to present data. 

- To be able to explain some of the local issues in Stamford 

(e.g. losing shops in the high street, losing countryside due to 

construction due to urban development.) 

- To be able to know what a sketch map are simple drawings 

of the landscape. They show things that are sometimes 

hidden in photographs or maps, e.g., the impact of tourists 

on a landscape. 

physical and humans features in their local area have 

changed over time. 

- Data  

- Observations 

- Research 

- graphs 

What was life like for the Stewarts? (Extending their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include  comparing two countries in Europe). 

- Can identify and compare physical characteristics of two 

countries in Europe (Scotland and Greece) 

- To be able to use a range of maps to research e.g., 

topographic maps, climatic maps . 

 

-  

              To know the climate of countries in Europe ( Scotland and 

Greece) Scotland generally has cool summers, mild winters and 

rainfall throughout the year, whereas Greece has a Mediterranean 

climate, with mild and wet winters in the southern lowland and cold 

winters with strong snowfalls in the mountainous areas in the central 

and northern regions and hot, dry summers. 

- To know geographical differences between different 

countries (Scotland and Greece) (physical and human) e.g. 

both in Europe, both have areas with a mountainous 

landscape. 

-  

- Previously the children have learnt about the United 

Kingdom and Greece and how they are both in the 

continent of Europe. Now they will now learn how to 

compare the two countries, looking at their climate and  

topography. 

- Physical features 

- Human features 

- Four figure grid references 

- Compass directions (North, South, East,West) 

How did life change during the Victorian era? (locating cities in England) 

- Understand geographical similarities and differences  

- Describe and understand key aspects of physical and 

human geography  

- Can use an atlas to locate the UK and locate some 

major urban area 

 

- To be able to name and identify key cities within England 

(Birmingham, Sheffield, London, Manchester and Liverpool) 

- To know how cities are similar and different 

- To know how the physical geography of a location can affect 

the human geography 

- Previously children have learnt about counties and their 

location, they will now learn about key cities within 

these counties.  They will also apply their knowledge of 

physical and human geography to a real life case study 

(Sheffield).  

- Cities 

- Sheffield 

Birmingham 

Manchester 

Urban 

- Location 

-  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1 

Why have buildings changed over time? 

Skills Knowledge Skills Knowledge 

- Can use an atlas to name and locate on a map the four 

countries and capital cities of the UK.  

- Can demonstrate locational awareness, name their local area, 

and that they live in the UK.  

- Can create a vocabulary list of the human and physical 

features of the local area and describe these features and 

locate them on a map using images or drawings. 

- Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to identify/ 

recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features. 

- Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key  

- - 

-  

- To know the location of, and identify characteristics of, 

the four countries and capital cities, of the United 

Kingdom. 

- To know a range of uses for buildings 

- To know the location of, and the uses for, buildings 

within Edenham 

- To know what symbols on a map represent  

 

 

- Previously children have learnt that Earth 

is split into continents and countries. 

They will now learn that United Kingdom 

is split into countries and the relationship 

between these as well as where Edenham 

‘fits’ into this.   

- Country 

- Countries 

- England 

- Scotland  

- Wales  

- Northern Ireland 

- United Kingdom 

- Houses 

- Maps 

- Key 

- Symbols 

- Human features 

- Physical features 

- Detached  

- Semi detached 

- Terraced 

- City 

- Town  

- Village  

Are humans the most powerful thing in the world? 

- Know that weather can be different in different parts of the 

UK. 

- Can use a world map, atlas or globe to name and locate the 

seven continents and five oceans. 

- Can identify multiple weather types. 

- Can demonstrate that they understand basic, subject-specific 

vocabulary relating to physical geography (weather). 

- Can describe which continents have significant hot or cold 

areas and relate these to the poles and equator. Use a world 

map, atlas or globe to locate the continents and oceans 

relative to the equator and poles. 

- Know the four seasons and the correct order and identify 

seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK.  

- Know that weather can be different in different parts of the 

UK.  

- Start to give reasons why the UK has the weather it does 

(e.g. wind). 

   To start to understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying an area of the United Kingdom and an area of a 

contrasting country. 

 

- To know the different areas that can be found within 

the England and know some examples 

- To know how extreme weather can affect humans 

- To know what weather can be expected in different 

seasons 

- To know how the different seasons can affect how 

humans lives. 

- To be able to compare the extreme weathers of 

storm (Beast of the East)to the forest fires ( 

- Previously children have learnt that 

there are different seasons within the 

year and what we can expect from 

these seasons.  Children will now 

look in depth about types of weather 

and the affect they can have on 

humans and the world around us.  

- hot, 

- cold, 

- weather 

- seasons, 

- autumn, 

- winter, 

- summer, 

- spring, 

- extreme weather  

- storm  

- heatwave 

Why do people make journeys? 

- Can locate some major cities, oceans and continents on a UK 

and world map.  

- Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 

West) and locational and directional language [for example, 

near and far; left and right], to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map. 
 

- Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans. 

- To know named examples of journeys that people make 

or have made  

- To know the start points and destinations of the 

journeys undertaken by the following people –  

*Nellie Bly 

*Ross Edgley 

- Previously children have learnt that Earth is 
split into countries and bodies of water, they 
will now be able to specifically locate some of 
these and be able to name them. 

- North  
- South  
- East 
- West 
- Country 
- Continent 
- Travel  
- Globe 



*Floella Benjamin  

*Ernest Shackleton 

 

-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS 

Is exploring important? 

-  

How do humans use water? 

 

Do inventions make the world better? 

-  

 


